
"Pupils’ achievements 
are exceptional."

ISI Report, 2013

Hanworth Road, Hampton, Middlesex TW12 3HF

t: 020 8979 1601
e: office@lehs.org.uk

www.lehs.org.uk

SCHOOL PROSPECTUS 

Senior school prospectus cover 17/18.indd   1 8/23/17   10:59 AM



Enhancing the 
school experience, 
inside and outside 
the classroom

Lady Eleanor Holles (LEH) is a remarkable school. It is 
a school where girls successfully combine impressive 
intellectual endeavour with enthusiastic engagement well 
beyond academia. The girls’ public exam results and their 
sporting achievements are among the best in the country. 
Their musical and dramatic activities place them among the 
best of young performers. And most importantly of all, their 
stimulating and happy approach to all they do makes LEH 
a joy for me to lead.

There is much more to LEH life than academic achievement: 
if young women left here with excellent exam results alone, 
we would be disappointed. Our goal is that LEH girls 
become expert learners, unafraid to tackle new and 
challenging ideas, prepared to take risks, and able to learn 
from failure.

Our school motto “Hope Favours the Bold” sums it up 
beautifully – at LEH, girls learn to be courageous and ever 
hopeful, optimistic and determined in all that they do.

Throughout its 300 year history LEH has produced many 
remarkable women. If you think your daughter would enjoy 
joining their ranks, please come and visit us. Only by seeing 
the school in action will you get a true flavour of all that an 
LEH education offers.

I look forward to meeting you in person.

Heather Hanbury

Head Mistress

Joint Hampton LEH Alumni Networking Drinks

Alumnae Lunch
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That’s why we encourage our girls to experiment and express 
opinions; why we give them the freedom to be exactly who 
they are, supported by strong role models and inspired by 
their peers.

In doing so, they build the skills they need to succeed 
throughout their lives. They stretch themselves to become 
their best, most confident selves – as students, and as citizens 
of the world.

We want LEH to be a place where girls and young women 
take risks and become bold; a place where they can discover 
their passions and talents. They can only do this in a culture 
where they feel safe, supported and respected by the 
entire school community.

A school full of opportunities, 
challenges and friendships

“This is a school that constantly reminds girls they 
can do anything if they put their minds to it.”

Good Schools Guide, 2017
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We’re proud to be one of the 
oldest girls’ schools in the UK

We were first located in the Cripplegate Ward of the City 
of London (a plaque on one of the Barbican walkways marks 
the original site). We then went on to occupy other premises 
in the City until 1878, when we moved to Hackney. HRH 
Princess Alice, the then Duchess of Gloucester, opened our 
current purpose-built premises in Hampton in 1937.

Over the years, LEH has grown into a girls’ school of 
national standing; one that produces girls who combine 
academic excellence with integrity, confidence, courage 
and conviction; girls that exemplify the school motto, 
Spes Audacem Adjuvat (Hope Favours The Bold). Many of 
the virtues that we aim to develop in our girls are reflected 
in the school coat of arms, below.

Castle symbolises 
spiritual strength and 
vigilance, as well as 

home and safety

Our story began in 1710, when Lady Eleanor Holles, daughter of the second Earl of Clare, 
left instructions in her Will for a trust for our endowment as a Christian foundation.

The Lady Eleanor Holles School Coat of Arms

Hand symbolises pledge 
of faith, sincerity and justice

Cloud symbolises mystery, 
obscured truth

Shield shape is Medieval

Holly symbolises truth, 
foresight and defense

Red 
Strength and magnanimity

Silver or White 
Peace and sincerity

Green 
Hope, joy and loyalty in love

Closed or tilted helm, used by 
medieval knights, also adopted by 
English esquires and gentlemen

Furs on a shield suggest 
a mark of dignity
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 “And I doe hereby constitute ordaine               
and appoint my said Cozen Mss. (Mistress)      

Anne Watson sole Executrix of this my last Will 
and Testament. And my will and mind is That 

after my said Executrix shall have paid and satisfyed 
all my Debts Legacies and funerall charges the 
Overplus of all my personall Estate shall be laid 
out by my said Executrix in such charitable uses 
as my said Executrix shall approve of and think 

fitt to dispose of the same ...”

Extract from Lady Eleanor Holles’ Will, December 1707, 
asking her executrix, Anne Watson, to use any ‘overplus’ 

from her Will for charitable purposes. 

Eleanor’s father, John Holles, 2nd Earl of Clare Eleanor’s mother, Elizabeth Vere, Countess of Clare

Eleanor’s executrix, Anne Watson
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Balancing mind, 
body and spirit
We want your daughter to achieve her academic, creative and athletic potential. We also want her 
to be happy, well-adjusted and fulfilled. That’s why we’re here with her through every success and 
failure, the good times and the bad.

There’s always someone here to listen 
Every girl has a form tutor who acts as her mentor, someone 
they meet every day who helps them excel academically and 
develop their talents. Heads of Year and senior members of 
staff make it their priority to integrate pastoral care into every 
aspect of school life.

Friendships that last a lifetime
Our year groups are close knit and have a real sense of identity, 
and the House system provides opportunities for leadership 
responsibilities and for making friends across the School. The 
friendships girls forge will form an essential support network 
in the years to come.

We make pastoral care our priority
We have two school nurses and girls can refer themselves to our 
counsellor at any time. We also hold classes and workshops to 
support their personal, social, health and economic education. 
Last year, our girls received age appropriate advice on a host 
of topics ranging from coping with stress and staying safe to 
health issues like breast cancer and HIV prevention.

We take online security very seriously
We have a dedicated E-Safety Officer and a ‘cyber mentor’ 
system that trains sixth formers to talk to younger pupils about 
staying safe online and using social media wisely.

Parents can talk to us
As well as timetabled meetings during the year, parents can 
speak to the Head Mistress, Assistant Heads or Heads of Year 
if they have concerns. Their contact details are on the Parent 
Portal. We also offer Parent Information sessions with outside 
speakers half a dozen times a year.
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‘Pastoral care is excellent and highly             
successful, supporting the pupils’ well-being, 

further enhanced by excellent arrangements to 
promote their welfare, health and safety.’ 

ISI Report 2013

“Pastoral care is excellent and highly
successful, supporting the pupils’ 
well-being, further  enhanced by 
excellent arrangements to promote 
their welfare, health and safety.”
ISI Report, 2013
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A day in the life of ...
My day starts with a catch-up with my friends from LEH and Hampton School on the school coach. 
We get in for registration at 8.45am and then it’s straight to double maths, which I love, because we 
do our exercises on iPads which makes practising questions more fun.

History and then Computer Science (we’re working on coding 
so we can make robots) takes us to first recess, when everyone 
seems to have the same idea, dashing to the dining room for 
a snack. After a bit of down-time, we have a swimming lesson 
before lunch. I love our indoor pool and it’s brilliant that 
everyone can swim: if you didn’t learn before arriving at LEH, 
you are taught when you get here.

The lunches are great, even for me as a vegetarian. 
The salad bar works well as we can add as much as we like 
to our hot food. After eating quickly, I am off to a choir 
rehearsal. There are so many concerts that there is always 
something to prepare for.

For the last three periods of the day we have geography 
and then double chemistry. The experiments are always 
the best bit!

At 4pm, instead of catching my usual coach home I go to 
lacrosse squad training. The late school coach picks me and 
my friends up at 6pm. We probably shouldn’t do our homework 
on the coach… but we do!

.. An UIV girl
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Life at LEH: Senior School
The challenges your daughter will meet at our Senior School, and the support she will receive,
have a common purpose: to stimulate her growth as an individual and member of society.

We’ll encourage her to develop balanced study habits and cultivate a genuine passion for 
learning – qualities that will stand her in good stead wherever the future takes her.

The first three years
We offer a broad curriculum that includes traditional subjects such 
as Modern and Ancient Languages, mathematics, humanities,
science, arts, PE and design technologies. The girls also receive 
extensive training in computing, and our new state of the art 
product design and computing facilities, opening in September 
2017, lead the way in the teaching of STEM (science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics) subjects.

The GCSE years
Your daughter can then tailor a programme of study that aligns 
closely with her strengths and interests. Typically, she will study 
ten subjects, including English, mathematics, the sciences and 
one modern language. All of the options are listed below.

Extra-curricular activities
Sport, music, drama and the creative arts flourish, with regular 
opportunities for individual and collaborative performance and 
practice.

Support at every stage
Our girls emerge from their time at school as well-adjusted, 
informed citizens of the world thanks, in part, to weekly PSHE 
(Personal, Social and Health Education) sessions. These help 
to develop our girls’ communication skills and provide vital 
information on health, relationships and self-care tactics, as 
well as broadening their political and community awareness.

“Pupils’ behaviour and 
courtesy are outstanding.”

ISI Report, 2013

Our academic subjects include:

• Ancient Greek (LV)
• Art
• Biology
• Chemistry
• Computer Science
• D&T: Product Design
• D&T: Textiles
• Drama
• English
• Food Preparation and Nutrition

• French
• Geography
• German
• History
• Latin
• Mathematics
• Music
• Physics
• Religious Studies
• Spanish
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Life at LEH: Sixth Form
The four subjects that girls study in the Lower Sixth will form the core of their Sixth Form experience. 
They also benefit from a range of other opportunities, challenges and trips.

We offer 23 different subjects at A level and encourage girls 
to study for the Extended Project Qualification (EPQ). This is 
highly valued by universities, giving students the opportunity 
to explore their chosen topic more deeply.

The lessons they learn by taking part in activities such as sport, 
music, drama, Young Enterprise, Combined Cadet Forces and 
mentoring will deepen and enrich their outlook on the wider 
world. They develop leadership skills by taking on roles within 
our House system and on committees, such as Model United 
Nations. These will stay with them for the rest of their lives.

Our curriculum includes:

• Art
• Biology
• Chemistry
• Classical Civilisation
• Drama & Theatre Studies
• Economics
• English Literature
• French
• Geography
• German
• Greek
• History

• History of Art
• Latin
• Mathematics
• Mathematics & Further Mathematics
• Music
• Philosophy
• Physics
• Politics
• Product Design
• Psychology
• Spanish

Around the core of academic subjects lie the many and varied 
activities which make Sixth Form at LEH so special. Enrichment 
lessons are offered in all subjects, while Senior Café attracts 
outside speakers from many fields. Our specialist Sixth Form 
facilities include two common rooms, a coffee bar and Sixth 
Form library.

The LEH Sixth Form Experience

3 OR 4
A LEVELS

Leadership
opportunities

Community
Service

Careers /
University

Advice      

Senior Café
Lecture 

Series      

Enrichment

EPQ

Extra - curricularBespoke 6th form 
facilities

Life skills PE / Sport
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Preparation for University and beyond

We do everything we can to prepare our girls for life after LEH. 
Part of that is making sure they’re ready to attend their chosen 
university and pursue the career of their dreams.

We host annual careers, gap year and higher education fairs 
with Hampton School. We have a large Careers Team who 
support them every step of the way, from choosing the right 
A levels and completing their UCAS form, to finding work 
experience and getting ready for interviews. Furthermore, 
if they’re hoping to apply for Oxbridge, medical school, or 
overseas universities, they’ll get expert advice from subject 
specialists.

That’s why most of our students take up offers to study at 
Russell Group universities and why the Sutton Trust ranked us 
22nd in the UK when it comes to gaining places at Oxford and 
Cambridge over a five-year period.

“The careers programme is 
outstanding.”

ISI Report, 2013
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“Legendary for sports.”
Good Schools Guide, 2017
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We wear our colours with pride
There are lots of activities on offer at LEH, but we’re particularly proud of our achievements in sport, music, and drama.

We have a long standing reputation for sporting prowess, and 
our beautiful grounds and exceptional facilities allow most 
sports to be played on site.

LEH students have been successful at a regional and national 
level in lacrosse, rowing, gymnastics, swimming and netball. 
If any girl wants to enjoy some sporting activities - social or 
competitive – she just has to head out to our playing fields 
or courts. Other sports on offer in the Senior School include 
fencing, rounders, athletics, tennis, badminton and yoga.

Last year, 29 girls represented their country in their 
chosen sports.

• GB Gymnastics squad (2 girls)
• GB U13 Swimming 
• GB Summer Nationals for Swimming (2 girls)
• GB Sports Acrobatics
• GB U18 Rowing Team (2 girls)
• GB U16 Rowing Team (9 girls) 
• Wales U18 Rowing (2 girls)
• Cox for England Junior Women’s Eight Rowing
• U18 England Hockey Team
• U19A England vs. Senior Japan, U19 Home Internationals  
 & U19 England World Cup Festival for Lacrosse (7 girls)
• U19A & B Wales Home Internationals & U19A Wales 
 World Cup Festival for Lacrosse

Senior School P 17.indd   15 8/23/17   10:58 AM



16

We’re serious about drama
Whether it’s touring Roald Dahl musicals to local primary 
schools, staging a West End musical with the boys from 
Hampton School, or running a show backstage with a team of 
techies, we encourage our girls to take part, test themselves, 
and enjoy everything the department has to offer.

In recent years we have staged musicals including the Wizard 
of Oz! and Mack and Mabel; we’ve commissioned new work 
from a contemporary performance poet; we’ve dunked 
Benedick of Much Ado fame into a fully working fountain and 
we’ve even fired a confetti cannon or two. Meanwhile, in the 
drama studio, our GCSE and A level candidates consistently 

excel: their practical work has been picked out for special 
praise by the Chief Examiner for three years in a row.

We keep ourselves fresh by regularly hosting workshops 
and training from leading theatre practitioners, and recently, 
80 students went on a Performing Arts tour to New York City.

All of this work takes place in and around our stunning 330 
seat theatre: it is a flexible space at the heart of the Arts Centre, 
which includes a rehearsal suite, studio theatre, green room 
and seminar room, as well as the Music and Art Departments.

“The curricular and extra-curricular provision is wide 
ranging, demanding, enriching and inspiring.”

ISI Report, 2013
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We make world-class music
LEH has a fizzing Music Department with a myriad of 
orchestras, ensembles, choirs, jazz bands, chamber music 
and rock bands. Its top choir, The Holles Singers, is a regular 
finalist in the Choir of the Year Competition and has toured 
Venice and New York. The weekly music rehearsals culminate 
in dazzling concerts throughout the year. The groups are 
designed to inspire musicians from absolute beginners 
right up to the post-diploma whizzes and produce 
uproariously brilliant performances. 

At lunchtimes, our numerous practice rooms in the 
purpose-built music department are full to bursting with 
instrumentalists and singers, keen to hone their performances 
for the next concert or simply blow off steam. Our pianists can 
play on our Steinway Concert Grand and we use our state-of-
the-art Recording Studio to record our musicians for posterity. 
From Bach to Shostakovich, from Orfeo to Wicked, there’s 
never a dull moment in the Music Department!

Individual music lessons are currently available in the 
instruments listed below.

Flute
Oboe
Clarinet
Bassoon
Saxophone
Trumpet
Horn
Trombone
Euphonium
Tuba
Orchestral
Percussion
Kit Percussion
Violin

Viola
Cello
Double Bass
Classical
Guitar
Rock Guitar
Bass Guitar
Piano
Jazz Piano
Harp
Singing
Musical Theatre
Singing
Music Technology
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“Music is strong... These girls clearly love 
performing, but there’s not a hint of showing off.”

Tatler Schools Guide, 2016
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Boarding school facilities, 
in a day school
It’s hard to believe we’re just ten miles from central London. 
We’re home to four lacrosse pitches, seven outdoor netball 
courts, six grass tennis courts and a croquet lawn. Inside, 
there’s a massive sports hall and an indoor swimming pool.

There are no shops or crowded snack bars to distract girls; the 
Sixth Form have their own in-house coffee shop. It’s the kind 
of environment where they can focus their minds and get their 
work done and dusted.

However, when girls want to take a break, they only need 
to step outside and make the most of our 24 acres of green 
space. We encourage them to stay healthy by taking in the 
wide range of sports we offer, and if they want to develop 
their interests in any extra-curricular activities, they’ll be right 
on the doorstep too.

Whether they’re 7 or 17, girls benefit from having the freedom 
to make the most of our exceptional facilities.

“The facilities here are second to 
none for a girls’ day school.”

Good Schools Guide, 2017
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A single-sex education, with strong 
links to Hampton School
It has been proven that girls’ schools like LEH give 
young women the edge. That’s why we believe that 
students thrive in an environment like ours, where they’re 
free to experiment, express opinions, explore and take 
on new challenges.

At LEH, girls are supported by strong role models and inspired 
by their peers. However, we also know how important it is for 
boys and girls to work together. That’s why we have strong and 
ever-growing links with our neighbours at Hampton School. 
Sixth Form students have reciprocal access to Common Rooms 
during breaks and we regularly hold joint activities throughout 
the Senior School.

Our extensive, shared coach network means that transport to 
and from both schools is made easy, not only for the girls, but 
for their hardworking parents.

“Almost feels co-ed without 
the distraction of having boys

 in the actual classroom. 
What could be better!”

LEH Parent, June 2016
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Joint events and activities:

• LVI leadership course
• Careers, gap year and higher education fairs
• Mentoring programme for GCSE pupils from local schools
• Language exchange visits
• Lectures and talks
• Community activities including Service Volunteers
• The CCF
• Charity events
• Joint expeditions with the Hampton Adventure Society

Joint clubs and societies:

• Modern Language Film Club
• Robotics Club and competitions
• SATB Choir, Dance and Musical Theatre
• LEH-HS Geography Society
• Sixth Form drama productions
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Giving, and getting, 
something back
We want LEH girls to be passionate about their interests. We encourage them to make their mark on both 
the school and the wider community by taking part in a range of extra-curricular activities, including:

• Young Enterprise
• Economics Club
• Business Challenge competitions
• Senior Café
• Photography
• Robotics
• Literary Society
• Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme

• Chess
• Bridge
• Creative Writing
• Current Affairs

In previous years, girls have formed their own clubs, ranging from a Medics’ Reading Group to a Feminist Society. 
Sixth Formers often lead activities for younger girls in areas like languages, engineering and even Zumba.
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Community projects
Our girls are generous with their time and contribute to the 
local community. We offer:

• Mentoring schemes
• SHINE (Serious Fun on Saturdays) programme
• Cyber mentors
• Maths support for GCSE pupils from ISSP Schools
• Service Volunteers
• Mini-MUN Conference introducing global issues to 
 pupils from six local state schools
• Leading and managing lunchtime activities at local schools

Leadership opportunities
There are lots of roles of responsibility available in the Sixth 
Form, including:

• Head Girl Team
• Leadership Committee
• House Captains and Vice Captains
• Mentors to Thirds
• Sports Captains
• Charity Committee
• Creative Directors
• Cyber Mentors
• Drama Captain
• Technical Theatre Captain
• MUN (Secretary General and Secretariat)
• Choral Music Captain
• Orchestral Music Captain
• SHINE Mentors
• Departmental Reps
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Nurturing remarkable 
young women since 1710

LEH first opened its doors in 1710, thanks to the generosity of one remarkable woman, Lady Eleanor 
Holles. For over three hundred years, we have been producing remarkable women who, in turn, go 
on to do remarkable things. Today, our mission remains the same.

While your daughter is with us, we’ll encourage her to 
become an informed, bold, resourceful, and ethical global 
citizen. Someone who’s valued for the qualities and 
immeasurable richness she brings to our community.

When she leaves us, she’ll join a worldwide network of 
accomplished women who are shaping and changing the world. 
She’ll be part of a fabric of relationships that will benefit her 
personally and professionally for the rest of her life.

Lydia Beaton
Global Head of

James Dyson Foundation

Caroline Bird
Poet, Playwright, Author

Sue Owen
Permanent Secretary for

Department for Culture,

Media and Sport

Jay Hunt
Former Chief Creative officer of 

Channel 4

Jane Thynne
Author

Professor Lesley Regan
President of Royal College of 

Obstetricians & Gynaecologists

Sophy Tobias
Head of PR and Communications

at Instagram

Are you ready
to add your name
to the list?

Annie Nightingale
Radio and TV Broadcaster

Dr Alexis Frazier-Wood
Assistant Professor, Paediatrics

Baylor College of Medicine

Sapna Dattani
Deputy Chief Operating

Officer, Deutsche Bank

Nicki Shields
Scientist, TV Presenter, Broadcaster
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